
I am the Vine, you are the branches. 
John 15:1-5

S T.  G E R A R D
S O C I A L  M I N I S T R I E S  D I R E C T O R Y
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Prayer Partners,
These outreach ministries offer a wide range of 
opportunities to put our prayer service in action. Please 
identify one or more of these ministries as the object of 
your prayer service. 

Please say this prayer daily for your chosen ministry.

FATHER, through your Son we have been told to feed the 
hungry, clothe the naked, visit the sick and the imprisoned, 
shelter the homeless and bury the dead. In short, we 
Christians have been told to care for each other. Join my 
prayer to the outreach works and prayers of my St. Gerard 
brothers and sisters. Together, may we build up your 
Kingdom here in West Lansing. I ask this through Your  
Son and my Brother, Jesus Christ. AMEN

St. Gerard Parish Social Ministries is rooted in 
the passion for the justice of the Hebrew prophets 

and the words and deeds of Jesus. Every parish 
community shares in the mission of Jesus Christ 

proclaimed in Luke’s Gospel of “bringing good news 
to the poor, liberty to the captives, new sight to the 

blind, and setting the downtrodden free.” (Luke 
4:18) Parish Social Ministry is about building real 
community among those who serve and those who 

are served, among those who are privileged and those 
who are not. It is an organized effort of the entire 

parish to serve those in need, to advocate for justice, 
and to work at changing societal structures that 

perpetuate injustice.

This booklet outlines the social ministries currently active in 
St. Gerard Parish. These outreach ministries offer a wide range 
of opportunities to put our faith in action. A description of each 

ministry and contact information is provided for individuals 
wishing to become involved and for those who may benefit  

from the services they offer.
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St. Gerard Parish Social Ministries
Befrienders

Bereavement Ministries:

• Women’s Honor Guard

• Funeral Servers

• Funeral Luncheon Volunteers

• Grief Support Group

• Pastoral Visitation

• Prayer Shawl Ministry

Catholic Advocacy Network

Community Dinners

Dresser Mission/Shared Pregnancy

Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound

Fair Trade Coffee

40 Days for Life 

Friends of Casa Materna at St. Gerard

Helping Hands 

JustFaith

Kids Hope USA

Loaves and Fishes

Meals on Wheels

META Peace Team

One Church One Family

Prison Ministry

Red Cross Blood Drive

Refugee Services

Respite Care

St. Vincent de Paul Society

Service Saturday

Parish Social Ministries 
BeFrienders

BeFrienders are specially trained laypersons who 
enter into caring, nonjudgmental relationships with 
others in their times of special need by visiting with 
them, being with them, and bringing emotional and 
spiritual support. BeFriender ministry is one of “being 
with” rather than “doing.” BeFrienders accept people 
as they are, listen with compassion without giving 
advice and allow others to make their own decisions. 
BeFrienders maintain a strict policy of confidentiality at all times. 
BeFrienders minister to those going through difficult times such as: 
illness, disability, divorce or separation, death of a loved one, job 
loss/career change, parenting challenges, stress of caregiving and 
others. Currently Inactive. 

Bereavement Ministries:

• WOMEN’S HONOR GUARD: Early on in its parish history 
the women of St. Gerard began the custom of honoring their 
deceased sisters with an honor guard at the funeral Mass. Each 
time a women from the parish dies the family is invited to utilize 
the honor guard. 
CONTACT: Colleen Kuntz, 517.323.9414

• FUNERAL SERVERS: Trained adult servers, mostly retirees, assist 
our grieving families by serving at each funeral Mass. 
CONTACT: Jay Corey, 517.393.1096

• FUNERAL LUNCHEON VOLUNTEERS: On the day of the 
funeral, St. Gerard makes a hall and volunteers available so 
grieving families can provide a meal for all who attend the funeral. 
Homemade desserts also are provided from a list of volunteers.  
CONTACT: Clarina Adcock, 517.323.7445

 

BeFrienders 
 

BeFrienders are specially trained 
laypersons who enter into caring, 
nonjudgmental relationships with others 
in their times of special need by visiting 
with them, being with them, and bringing 
emotional and spiritual support.  
BeFriender ministry is one of “being 
with” rather than “doing.”  BeFrienders 
accept people as they are, listen with compassion without 
giving advice and allow others to make their own decisions.  
BeFrienders maintain a strict policy of confidentiality at all 
times.  BeFrienders minister to those going through difficult 
times such as:  illness, disability, divorce or separation, 
death of a loved one, job loss/career change, parenting 
challenges, stress of caregiving and others. Currently 
Inactive.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Parish Social Ministries 
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• GRIEF SUPPORT GROUP: The grief support group is interactive. 
During sessions, tools, ideas, and creative projects help 
individuals move through the grieving process. Opportunities for 
learning and self-discovery are offered to help participants keep 
their loved one’s memories alive. This program is offered in a 
faith-filled setting. Grief support meetings currently are offered in 
six week sessions each fall and spring. 
CONTACT: Vince Kuntz, 517.323.2379

• PASTORAL VISITATION:  
CONTACT: Parish Office, 517.323.2379 

• PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY: Parishioners meet twice a month to knit 
or crochet shawls, which are given to people in need of special bless-
ings, thoughts and prayers. Shawls can be used as an expression of 
comfort and concern, as well as to celebrate something joyous. 
CONTACT: Cay Warner, 517.323.2379

Catholic Advocacy Network

Each legislative session, Michigan Catho-
lic Conference evaluates bills introduced 
into the Michigan House and Senate based on their impact on human 
dignity, social justice, and the common good. While staff advocate for or 
against these bills, MCC provides an opportunity for Michigan Catholics 
to stay updated on current policy issues and to contact their lawmakers 
about these issues called the Catholic Advocacy Network. To sign up for 
this weekly e-mails, visit: http://www.micatholic.org 

Community Dinners 

St. Gerard Parish sponsors community dinners 
for those who may be alone on Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and Easter. St. Gerard has provided 
these dinners since 1987. The dinners are held on 
the day of the holiday. They are served family-style 
in Fr. Weber Hall. There are many opportunities to 
volunteer. Three shifts of volunteers are needed to: 

help in the kitchen, set up, serve, clean up and transportation. This 
event is a wonderful opportunity for parishioners to live the Gospel. 
Last Thanksgiving, there were 250 people served. “Nobody should 
be home alone for Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Easter no matter their 
economic status,” said Mike Hudson. 

CONTACT: Mike and Carolyn Hudson, 517.321.4297 or
hudsonmp66@gmail.com

Dresser Mission/Shared Pregnancy

The Dresser Mission provides practical help for women or couples 
in crises pregnancy.These donations are given to Shared Pregnancy. 
The dresser is located in the gathering space.

Shared Pregnancy is a caring life-affirming ministry helping women 
through unexpected or challenging pregnancies and families with 
young children. They offer free ultrasounds, confidential pregnancy 
counseling and classes on pregnancy, parenting, and life skills. 
Volunteers assist in its infant clothing program. 

CONTACT: Donna Baker, 517.627.2733
 

Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound

Every Sunday, trained and commissioned homebound 
ministers come forward to receive a pyx from the 
celebrant at our parish Masses. Armed with the Eucharist 
(and the Sunday bulletin), volunteers will visit Catholic 
residents at one of the 11 assisted living communities in 
our parish and parishioners in their private residences. 
This ministry extends the Lord’s table to our brothers 
and sisters whose health prevents them from attending Sunday Mass. 
Volunteers serve every fourth week. Our goal is to ensure that the 
homebound know St. Gerard has not forgotten them even though 
they are not able to attend church. If you know of someone from our 
parish who is in need of this ministry, please let us know.

CONTACT:  Mary Peacock, 517.323.2379

Catholic Advocacy Network 
 

Each legislative session, MCC evaluates bills introduced into the 
Michigan House and Senate based on their impact on human 
dignity, social justice, and the common good. While staff advocate 
for or against these bills, MCC provides an opportunity for 
Michigan Catholics to stay updated on current policy issues and to 
contact their lawmakers about these issues called the Catholic 
Advocacy Network.  To sign up for this weekly e-mails go to: 
 
http://www.micatholic.org/advocacy/catholic-advocacy-network/
vv/?vvsrc=%2fRegister  
 
 

Community Dinners  
 

St. Gerard Parish sponsors community dinners for 
those who may be alone on the major holidays of 
Thanksgiving, Christmas, and Easter. St. Gerard 
has provided these dinners since 1987. The 
dinners are held on the day of the holiday. They are 
served family-style in Fr. Weber Hall. There are many opportunities 
to volunteer. Three shifts of volunteers are needed for help in the 
kitchen, set up, serving, clean up and transportation. This event is 
a wonderful opportunity for parishioners to live the Gospel.  Last 
Thanksgiving there were 250 people served. “Nobody should be 
home alone for Thanksgiving, Christmas, or Easter no matter their 
economic status” said Mike Hudson.  
CONTACT: Mike and Carolyn Hudson, Phone: 517-321-4297 
   hudsonmp66@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 

Dresser Mission 
 

The Dresser Mission provides practical help for women or couples 
in crises pregnancy.  These donations are given to Shared 
Pregnancy.  The dresser sits in the gathering space.   
 
Shared Pregnancy is a caring life-affirming ministry helping women 
through unexpected or challenging pregnancies and families with 
young children.  They offer free ultrasounds, confidential 
pregnancy counseling and classes on pregnancy, parenting, and 
life skills.  Volunteers are helpful in assisting us in our infant 
clothing program.   
CONTACT: Donna Baker,   Phone: 627-2733 

Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound 
 

Every Sunday, trained and commissioned Homebound 
ministers come forward to receive a pyx from the cele-
brant at our parish Masses.  Armed with the Eucharist 
(and the Sunday bulletin), these volunteers will visit 
Catholic residents of one of the 11 assisted living communities in 
our parish and other parishioners living in their private residences.  
This ministry extends the Lord’s table to our brothers and sisters 
whose health prevents them from attending Sunday Mass.  Volun-
teers serve every fourth week.  Our goal is to ensure that the 
homebound know that St. Gerard has not forgotten them even 
though they are not able to sit in our church pews.  If you know of 
someone from our parish who is in need of this ministry, please let 
us know. 
CONTACT:   Mary Peacock 
     Phone: 517-323-2379 
 
 
 
 
Fair Trade Coffee 
 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Nicaraguan cof-
fee, Divine Chocolate bars and Fair Trade Pal-
estinian olive oil are sold one weekend each 
month in the Parish Hall after all Masses. This 
ministry provides a wonderful companion to our 
parish connection to the Casa Materna in Mata-
galpa, Nicaragua, where many of the mothers served by the Casa 
Materna work in coffee production. Proceeds from the coffee sale 
are donated to the Casa Materna and in this way our parish sup-
ports both the Casa and the Fair Trade coffee growers and work-
ers. In our hearts, our homes, our places of work, our places of 
worship and in the wider world, CRS Fair Trade products help 
transform lives for the better. 
CONTACT: To Be Determined,     
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Friends of Casa Materna at St. Gerard

Our group’s purpose is to build a connection 
between those served at the Casa Materna 
and St. Gerard parishioners. Located in the 
developing country of Nicaragua, the Casa 
Materna provides vital services for women 
with high-risk pregnancies living in the rural region of Matagalpa. 
The Casa Materna provides shelter, meals, medical attention, and 
community during the last days of pregnancy and allows the women 
to be near the regional hospital to ensure a safe labor and delivery. 
We partner with the parish’s Fair Trade Coffee group and jointly hold 
a monthly coffee sale where all proceeds are donated to the Casa 
Materna. Volunteers are always welcomed.  

CONTACT:  Mollie Poorman, poormanm@msu.edu

Helping Hands Ministry

Are you a handy person? A problem solver? Someone who would 
enjoy helping other parishioners at a personal level? The Helping 
Hands Ministry assists parishioners who contact the parish office  
with requests for handyman or outdoor help. You can volunteer as  
a coordinator or as a worker. You will need access to a computer,  
as communication is done by email.

CONTACT: If you need help or want to volunteer, call Bob Corbett at 
517.886.3447.

JustFaith

JustFaith is an extensive, conversion-based 
process that provides a context in which 
participants can grow in their commitment 
to care for the vulnerable and become advocates for a more just 
society. JustFaith consists of 30 weekly sessions using several forms 

Fair Trade Coffee

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Nicaraguan coffee, 
Divine Chocolate bars and Fair Trade Palestinian 
olive oil are sold one weekend each month in 
the parish hall after all Masses. This ministry 
provides a parish connection to the Casa Materna 
in Matagalpa, Nicaragua, where many of the mothers served by 
the Casa Materna work in coffee production. Proceeds from the 
coffee sale are donated to the Casa Materna and this way our parish 
supports both the Casa and the Fair Trade coffee growers and 
workers. In our hearts, our homes, our places of work, our places 
of worship and in the wider world, CRS Fair Trade products help 
transform lives for the better.

CONTACT: To Be Determined

40 Days for Life 

40 Days for Life is a community-based 
campaign that takes a determined, peaceful 
approach to bring awareness to local 
communities of the consequences of abortion 
in their neighborhoods, for their own friends 
and families. It puts into action a desire to 
cooperate with God in carrying out His plan for 
the end of abortion. It draws attention to the evil of abortion through 
the use of a three-point program. They are (1) Prayer and fasting,  
(2) Constant vigil and (3) Community outreach

The 40-day campaign tracks biblical history, where God used 40-day 
periods to transform individuals, communities and the entire 
world. From Noah in the flood, to Moses on the mountain, to the 
disciples after Christ’s resurrection, it is clear that God sees the 
transformative value of His people accepting and meeting a 40-day 
challenge.

CONTACT: Jenny Nicholson, 517.321.1597 or jtnich55@outlook.com

Eucharistic Ministry to the Homebound 
 

Every Sunday, trained and commissioned Homebound 
ministers come forward to receive a pyx from the cele-
brant at our parish Masses.  Armed with the Eucharist 
(and the Sunday bulletin), these volunteers will visit 
Catholic residents of one of the 11 assisted living communities in 
our parish and other parishioners living in their private residences.  
This ministry extends the Lord’s table to our brothers and sisters 
whose health prevents them from attending Sunday Mass.  Volun-
teers serve every fourth week.  Our goal is to ensure that the 
homebound know that St. Gerard has not forgotten them even 
though they are not able to sit in our church pews.  If you know of 
someone from our parish who is in need of this ministry, please let 
us know. 
CONTACT:   Mary Peacock 
     Phone: 517-323-2379 
 
 
 
 
Fair Trade Coffee 
 

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) Nicaraguan cof-
fee, Divine Chocolate bars and Fair Trade Pal-
estinian olive oil are sold one weekend each 
month in the Parish Hall after all Masses. This 
ministry provides a wonderful companion to our 
parish connection to the Casa Materna in Mata-
galpa, Nicaragua, where many of the mothers served by the Casa 
Materna work in coffee production. Proceeds from the coffee sale 
are donated to the Casa Materna and in this way our parish sup-
ports both the Casa and the Fair Trade coffee growers and work-
ers. In our hearts, our homes, our places of work, our places of 
worship and in the wider world, CRS Fair Trade products help 
transform lives for the better. 
CONTACT: To Be Determined,     
 
 
 
 
 

40 Days for Life  
40 Days for Life is a community-based cam-
paign that takes a determined, peaceful ap-
proach to showing local communities the 
consequences of abortion in their own 
neighborhoods, for their own friends and 
families. It puts into action a desire to cooperate with God in the 
carrying out of His plan for the end of abortion. It draws attention to 
the evil of abortion through the use of a three-point program.  They 
are (1) Prayer and fasting & (2) Constant vigil  and (3) Community  
outreach 
 
The 40-day campaign tracks Biblical history, where God used 40-
day periods to transform individuals, communities and the entire  
world. From Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain to the dis-
ciples after Christ’s resurrection, it is clear that God sees the trans-
formative value of His people accepting and meeting a 40-day 
challenge. 
CONTACT:  Jenny Nicholson,  jtnich55@outlook.com,  
   Phone: 517– 321-1597 
 
 
 

Friends of Casa Materna  
at St. Gerard 
 

Our group’s purpose is to build a 
connection between those served 
at the Casa Materna and St. 
Gerard parishioners.  Located in 
the developing country of Nicara-
gua, the Casa Materna provides 
vital services for women with high-
risk pregnancies living in the rural 
region of Matagalpa.  The Casa 
Materna provides shelter, meals, medical attention, and community 
during the last days of pregnancy and allows the women to be 
near the regional hospital to ensure a safe labor and delivery. We 
partner with the parish’s Fair Trade Coffee group and jointly hold a 
monthly coffee sale where all proceeds are donated to the Casa 
Materna. Volunteers are always welcomed.    
CONTACT:   Mollie Poorman, poormanm@msu.edu 

40 Days for Life  
40 Days for Life is a community-based cam-
paign that takes a determined, peaceful ap-
proach to showing local communities the 
consequences of abortion in their own 
neighborhoods, for their own friends and 
families. It puts into action a desire to cooperate with God in the 
carrying out of His plan for the end of abortion. It draws attention to 
the evil of abortion through the use of a three-point program.  They 
are (1) Prayer and fasting & (2) Constant vigil  and (3) Community  
outreach 
 
The 40-day campaign tracks Biblical history, where God used 40-
day periods to transform individuals, communities and the entire  
world. From Noah in the flood to Moses on the mountain to the dis-
ciples after Christ’s resurrection, it is clear that God sees the trans-
formative value of His people accepting and meeting a 40-day 
challenge. 
CONTACT:  Jenny Nicholson,  jtnich55@outlook.com,  
   Phone: 517– 321-1597 
 
 
 

Friends of Casa Materna  
at St. Gerard 
 

Our group’s purpose is to build a 
connection between those served 
at the Casa Materna and St. 
Gerard parishioners.  Located in 
the developing country of Nicara-
gua, the Casa Materna provides 
vital services for women with high-
risk pregnancies living in the rural 
region of Matagalpa.  The Casa 
Materna provides shelter, meals, medical attention, and community 
during the last days of pregnancy and allows the women to be 
near the regional hospital to ensure a safe labor and delivery. We 
partner with the parish’s Fair Trade Coffee group and jointly hold a 
monthly coffee sale where all proceeds are donated to the Casa 
Materna. Volunteers are always welcomed.    
CONTACT:   Mollie Poorman, poormanm@msu.edu 

 
Helping Hands Ministry 
 

Are you a handy person? A problem solver? Someone who would 
like to help other parishioners at a personal level? The Helping 
Hands Ministry assists parishioners who contact the parish office 
with requests for handyman or outdoor help. You can help either 
as a coordinator or as a volunteer. You will need to have access to 
a computer, as our communications are sent out via email. 
CONTACT: Michelle Traill-Crosser, mcrosser@stgerard.org 
   Phone: 517-323-2379  (If you want help) 
 Bob Corbett 517-886-3447 (To be a volunteer) 
 
 
 
 
 
JustFaith 
 

JustFaith is an extensive, conversion-
based process that provides a context 
in which participants can grow in their 
commitment to care for the vulnerable and become advocates for 
a more just society.  JustFaith consists of 30 weekly sessions 
using several forms of adult learning including books, videos, 
guest speakers, discussion, prayer, two weekend retreats and four 
immersion experiences.  The mission of the JustFaith Program is 
to provide lively, compelling resources that inspire and empower 
people of faith to embrace God’s call to compassion, healing, care, 
and community.  “Just Faith changes people; those people change 
the world.”   
CONTACT: Marge Ebright, ebrightm@comcast.net 
   Phone: 517-886-5758 
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of adult learning including books, videos, guest speakers, discussion, 
prayer, two weekend retreats and four immersion experiences. The 
mission of the JustFaith Program is to provide lively, compelling 
resources that inspire and empower people of faith to embrace 
God’s call to compassion, healing, care, and community. “Just Faith 
changes people; those people change the world.” 

CONTACT: Marge Ebright, 517.886.5758 or ebrightm@comcast.net 
 

Kids Hope USA

Kids Hope is a community outreach program that 
assists children who need academic and/or social skills 
help. Parishioner volunteers are trained and mentor 
one child for one hour per week at Waverly’s Colt 
Elementary School during the school day. Parishioners 
also can volunteer to become prayer partners for 
mentors; and pray for the mentor and child on a weekly basis. 
Volunteers as mentors and prayer partners are always welcome. 

CONTACT: Call 517.321.4179

Loaves and Fishes

Join us in serving the homeless by providing 
a meal and companionship. Enjoy hands-on 
service by donating your time. We have open 
shifts for companioning our guests (from 6-10 
p.m. and 10 p.m.-8 a.m.). We are open 365 days, 
so if weekdays are inconvenient try weekends. 
Training and staff assistance is provided. We also take donations: 
financial contributions, personal items (hygiene items, clothing, etc.), 
household items (cleaning products, paper products, etc.). Special 
projects include assembling newsletters and occasional household 
repairs. Volunteers welcome. 

CONTACT: Harriet McCarthy, 517.323.3973 (parish contact)    
or Loaves and Fishes 517.482.2099

Meals on Wheels

This ministry is designed to provide manpower, 
support and assistance to the Meals on Wheels 
(MOW) programs in Eaton and Ingham Counties. 
The Tri-County Office on Aging manages this 
program to provide and deliver hot, nutritious meals 
to those in need at their homes. Meals are delivered every weekday; 
sack lunches and frozen meals also are provided for evening and 
weekend meals when needed. All deliveries are made at noon during 
the week. An important element of the program is all recipients are 
“looked in on” and have some human contact every day. Recipients 
pay the recommended cost of the meals, as they are able. There is 
“never a time when we don’t need more drivers, coordinators and 
kitchen help,” according to program managers in both counties. 
Deliveries are planned so drivers can pick up the meals and deliver 
them to the homes; and return to work or home within one hour. 
This ministry also depends on prayer partners, parishioners who 
are unable to physically serve in the program but pray daily for the 
volunteers, the recipients and the success of the program.

CONTACT: Jenny Nicholson, 517.321.1597 or jtnich55@outlook.com 

MEALS ON WHEELS OFFICE: Eaton: 1.866.541.5444; Ingham: 
517.887.1460 

META Peace Team 

META Peace Team empowers people to engage 
in active nonviolent peacemaking. META began 
in 1993 in response to the growing need for 
civilian peacemakers in the U.S. and abroad. We 
offer nonviolence training workshops and provide 
opportunities to join peace teams. MPT seeks a just 
world grounded in nonviolence and respect for the 
sacred interconnectedness of all life. 

CONTACT: Jose Lopez, 517.290.6019 or jlopez5011@ameritech.net 

 
Kids Hope USA 
 

Kids Hope is a community outreach program that 
assists children who need academic and/or social 
skills help.  Parishioner volunteers are trained and 
then mentor one child for one hour per week at 
Waverly’s Colt Elementary School during the school 
day.  Parishioners can also volunteer to become 
prayer partners for mentors and pray for the mentor and child on a 
weekly basis.  Volunteers as mentors and prayer partners are 
always welcome.   
CONTACT: Michelle Crosser, mcrosser@stgerard.org 
   Phone: 517-323-2379  
 
 
 
 

Loaves and Fishes 
 

Join us in serving the homeless by providing a 
meal and companionship.  Enjoy hands-on 
service by donating your time.  We have open 
shifts for companioning our guests (6pm-10pm 

and 10pm-8am).  We are open 365 days, so if weekdays are 
inconvenient try weekends.  Training and staff assistance is 
provided.  We also take donations: financial contributions, personal 
items (hygiene items, clothing, etc.), household items (cleaning 
products, paper products, etc.).  Special projects include 
assembling newsletters and occasional household repairs. 
Volunteers welcome.  
CONTACT: Harriet McCarthy 517-323-3973 (parish contact) 
   or Loaves and Fishes 517-482-2099 
 
 
 

 
Kids Hope USA 
 

Kids Hope is a community outreach program that 
assists children who need academic and/or social 
skills help.  Parishioner volunteers are trained and 
then mentor one child for one hour per week at 
Waverly’s Colt Elementary School during the school 
day.  Parishioners can also volunteer to become 
prayer partners for mentors and pray for the mentor and child on a 
weekly basis.  Volunteers as mentors and prayer partners are 
always welcome.   
CONTACT: Michelle Crosser, mcrosser@stgerard.org 
   Phone: 517-323-2379  
 
 
 
 

Loaves and Fishes 
 

Join us in serving the homeless by providing a 
meal and companionship.  Enjoy hands-on 
service by donating your time.  We have open 
shifts for companioning our guests (6pm-10pm 

and 10pm-8am).  We are open 365 days, so if weekdays are 
inconvenient try weekends.  Training and staff assistance is 
provided.  We also take donations: financial contributions, personal 
items (hygiene items, clothing, etc.), household items (cleaning 
products, paper products, etc.).  Special projects include 
assembling newsletters and occasional household repairs. 
Volunteers welcome.  
CONTACT: Harriet McCarthy 517-323-3973 (parish contact) 
   or Loaves and Fishes 517-482-2099 
 
 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 

This ministry is designed to provide manpower, 
support and assistance to the Meals on Wheels 
(MOW) programs in Eaton and Ingham 
Counties. The Tri-County Office on Aging 
manages this program to provide and deliver 
hot, nutritious meals to those in need at their 
homes. Meals are delivered every weekday; sack lunches and 
frozen meals are also provided for evening and weekend meals 
when needed but all deliveries are made at the noon hour during 
the week. An important element of the program also is that all 
recipients are “looked in on” and have some human contact every 
day. Recipients pay the recommended cost of the meals as they 
are able. There is “never a time when we don’t need more drivers, 
coordinators and kitchen help,” according to program managers in 
both counties. Deliveries are planned so that drivers can pick up 
the meals and deliver them to the homes and return to work or 
home within one hour. This ministry also depends on prayer 
partners, that is parishioners who are unable to physically serve in 
the program but pray daily for the volunteers, the recipients and 
the success of the program. 
CONTACT:  Jenny Nicholson,  jtnich55@outlook.com,  
   Phone: 517– 321-1597 
 

Meals on Wheels Office: Eaton 1-866-541-5444 
            Ingham 517-887-1460  
 
 
META Peace Team  
 

META  Peace Team empowers people to 
engage in active nonviolent peacemaking.  
META began in 1993 in response to the 
growing need for civilian peacemakers in the 
U.S. and abroad.  We offer non-violence 
training workshops and provide opportunities to 
join peace teams.  MPT seeks a just world 
grounded in nonviolence and respect for the sacred 
interconnectedness of all life.   
CONTACT:   Jose Lopez, jlopez5011@ameritech.net 
   Phone : 517-290-6019  
 
 

Meals on Wheels 
 

This ministry is designed to provide manpower, 
support and assistance to the Meals on Wheels 
(MOW) programs in Eaton and Ingham 
Counties. The Tri-County Office on Aging 
manages this program to provide and deliver 
hot, nutritious meals to those in need at their 
homes. Meals are delivered every weekday; sack lunches and 
frozen meals are also provided for evening and weekend meals 
when needed but all deliveries are made at the noon hour during 
the week. An important element of the program also is that all 
recipients are “looked in on” and have some human contact every 
day. Recipients pay the recommended cost of the meals as they 
are able. There is “never a time when we don’t need more drivers, 
coordinators and kitchen help,” according to program managers in 
both counties. Deliveries are planned so that drivers can pick up 
the meals and deliver them to the homes and return to work or 
home within one hour. This ministry also depends on prayer 
partners, that is parishioners who are unable to physically serve in 
the program but pray daily for the volunteers, the recipients and 
the success of the program. 
CONTACT:  Jenny Nicholson,  jtnich55@outlook.com,  
   Phone: 517– 321-1597 
 

Meals on Wheels Office: Eaton 1-866-541-5444 
            Ingham 517-887-1460  
 
 
META Peace Team  
 

META  Peace Team empowers people to 
engage in active nonviolent peacemaking.  
META began in 1993 in response to the 
growing need for civilian peacemakers in the 
U.S. and abroad.  We offer non-violence 
training workshops and provide opportunities to 
join peace teams.  MPT seeks a just world 
grounded in nonviolence and respect for the sacred 
interconnectedness of all life.   
CONTACT:   Jose Lopez, jlopez5011@ameritech.net 
   Phone : 517-290-6019  
 
 



12 13

One Church One Family

St. Gerard Parish has partnered with the Greater Lansing Homeless 
Resolution Network (GLHRN) to provide mentoring and support 
to a formerly homeless family. The GLHRN provides the home 
(named “St. Gerard Home”), placement services, professional case 
management, and training and educational services. The family lives 
in this transitional home where they, with the help of the city and 
the church, work toward self-sufficiency through job training, full-
time employment, training and experience in budgeting, and other 
life skills. Parish volunteers provide mentoring, advocacy, friendship 
and support that fosters development of life-changing friendships, 
growth and wholeness. Once specific goals are attained, the resident 
family will be placed in permanent housing. Parishioners are needed 
to serve as mentors and to provide support, as needed, within the 
guidelines of the program. 

CONTACT: Mike Hudson, 517.321.4297

Prison Ministry

Historically, parishioners have coordinated with the diocesan Office 
of Restorative Justice to reach out to the incarcerated and to provide 
aftercare programs for those released from correctional facilities. 
Activities have included mentoring, Bible study, Communion services 
and, when clergy are available, celebration of Mass. Parishioners 
have traveled to the state prison in Jackson to lead Communion 
services. Others help by donating Bibles and religious materials.

CONTACT: Dan Lundquist, 517.627.7206 or djlundquist2@gmail.com

Red Cross Blood Drive 

St. Gerard parish partners with the American Red Cross 
and the Bretton Woods Lions Club to host six blood 
donation drives each year in our parish hall.Those who 
donate blood are the real givers at these drives, but 
ministry members greet and initiate the process with 

donors and provide them a little relaxation and nutrition at the snack 
table.The ministry also takes responsibility for publicity, and unloading 
the Red Cross truck and arranging the donation room.The Daughters 
of St. Anne Circle provide goodies for the donors at the snack table.
The need is always great, as is the gratification of donating.

CONTACT:Cathy Lischkge, 517.622.3328 or catnjiml@comcast.net

AMERICAN RED CROSS: 1.800.REDCROSS, www.redcrossblood.org

Refugee Services

Participation in this program is through St. Vincent 
Catholic Charities (STVCC) Refugee Service.

The United Nations High Commission on Refugees (EN-
HCR) and the United States government work together 
with the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) to resettle refu-
gees safely in the United States. STVCC is the local branch of USCCB’s 
Migration and Refugee Services and is responsible for all refugee reset-
tlement in Lansing since 1975. Their mission is to help those in need and 
show hospitality and kindness to those people who have fled their home 
country in fear of persecution. 

Volunteers can: help a refugee practice English, participate in an 
activity group, provide occasional transportation or anything we can 
do to assist the STVCC Refugee Services.

CONTACT: Marge Ebright, 517.886.5758 or ebrightm@comcast.net

Respite Care

Respite Care provides relief for those caring for an ill or disabled loved 
one. A trained volunteer is available to give time off for the caregiver. 
They may need to run errands, go to a physician appointment, or 
perhaps attend Sunday Mass. New volunteers are always welcome. 

CONTACT: Anne Kwart, 517.323.3315 or raquart@comcast.net

One Church One Family 
 

St. Gerard Parish has partnered with the Greater Lansing Homeless 
Resolution Network (GLHRN) to provide mentoring and support to a 
formerly homeless family.  The GLHRN provides the home (named “St. 
Gerard Home”), placement services, professional case management, 
and training and educational services.  The family lives in this 
transitional home where they, with the help of the city and the church, 
work toward self-sufficiency through job training, full-time employment, 
training and experience in budgeting, and other life skills.  Parish 
volunteers provide mentoring, advocacy, friendship and support that 
fosters development of life-changing friendships, growth and 
wholeness.  Once specific goals are attained, the resident family will 
be placed in permanent housing.  Parishioners are needed to serve as 
mentors and to provide support, as needed, within the guidelines of the 
program.   
CONTACT: Mike Hudson, Phone: 517-321-4297 
 
   
Prison Ministry 
 

Historically, parishioners have coordinated with the Diocesan Office of 
Restorative Justice to reach out to the incarcerated and to provide 
Aftercare Programs for those released from correctional facilities.  
Activities have included mentoring, Bible study, Communion services, 
and, when clergy are available, celebration of Mass.  Parishioners 
have traveled to the state prison in Jackson to lead Communion 
services.  Others help by donating Bibles and religious materials. 
CONTACT: Dan Lundquist, djlundquist2@gmail.com 
   Phone: 627-7206  
 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive   
 

St. Gerard parish partners with the American Red Cross and 
the Bretton Woods Lions Club to host six blood donation 
drives each year in our parish hall.  Those who donate blood 
are the real givers at these drives, but ministry members 
greet and initiate the process with donors and provide them a 
little relaxation and nutrition at the snack table.  The ministry also takes 
responsibility for publicity,  loading and unloading the Red Cross truck 
and arranging the donation room.  The Daughters of St. Anne Circle 
provide goodies for the donors at the snack table.  The need is always 
great, as is the gratification of donating. 
CONTACT:    Cathy Lischkge,  catnjiml@comcast.net 
 Phone:  517-622-3328 

American Red Cross: 1-800-REDCROSS or 
www.redcrossblood.org 
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St. Vincent de Paul Society 

The St. Gerard Conference of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul assists the poor in the local parish 
area. Rooted in faith, Vincentians believe their 
mission is to see the face of Christ in others and 
serve them with a spirit of hope. The Vincentians 
meet weekly on Wednesday evenings at 1213 Clark St. starting 
at 4:30 p.m. to pray, pack groceries and personal items for the 
needy (20-30 families a week). Then go to the homes to deliver 
aid and spend a few moments with each client. Home visits to the 
poor are a core activity, essential to the spirituality of the group. 
Vincentians also assess the needs of individuals, provide direct aid 
when possible, and connect the clients with other resources when 
necessary or beneficial. Vincentians deliver food baskets or vouchers 
for food at Thanksgiving. At Christmas, we provide food vouchers 
and gifts  for children and poinsettia plants to surviving spouses of 
deceased parishioners. 

CONTACT: St. Vincent Office, 517.853.8132; Dennis Weglarz 
517.599.4007 or 517.323.3477

Service Saturday 

During the school year, one Saturday per month an opportunity is 
provided for parishioners of all ages to come together for fellowship 
and service. The projects usually are a group activity that allows for 
children and adults to make a difference in the local community. 
These events are publicized in the bulletin and on the parish website. 
Families, teens required to do service, or those preparing for 
confirmation are encouraged to come. 

CONTACT: Parish Office, 517.323.2379

St. Gerard Social Ministries Commission Members
2015-2016

BOB CORBETT
corbettbob44@yahoo.com
517.886.3447

CAROLEE GANNON
caroleegannon@comcast.net
517.203.8733 

MIKE HUDSON
hudsonmp66@gmail.com
517.321.4297

STEVEN MARTIN
martin12010@att.net
517.321.2556

DAN STUMP
stumpdanc@gmail.com
989.292.1021

Social Ministries Commission Mission Statement

We, the members of St. Gerard’s Social Ministries Commission, with 
the Gospel teachings of Jesus Christ as our guide, look to provide 
leadership to our larger community, providing them with opportunity, 
education, and vision, enabling others to grow in faith through 
understanding, knowledge, and acts of mercy. Through these gifts 
Jesus will become more alive in our everyday lives as we encounter 
Him in places where, perhaps, we had never looked.

St. Vincent de Paul Society   
The St. Gerard Conference of the Society of St. 
Vincent de Paul assists the poor in the local parish 
area.  Rooted in faith, Vincentians believe their 
mission is to see the face of Christ in others and 
serve them with a spirit of hope.  The Vincentians 

meet weekly on Wednesday evenings, at 1213 Clark St. starting at 
4:30 pm, to pray, pack groceries and personal items for the needy 
(20-30 families a week). We then go to the homes to deliver aid 
and spend a few moments with each client.  Home visits to the 
poor are a core activity, essential to the spirituality of the group.  
Vincentians also assess the needs of individuals, provide direct aid 
when possible, and connect the clients with other resources when 
necessary or beneficial.  Vincentians deliver food baskets or 
vouchers for food at Thanksgiving and food vouchers at Christmas.  
At Christmas we also provide gifts for children and poinsettia 
plants to surviving spouses of deceased parishioners.   
CONTACT: St. Vincent Office Phone: 517-853-8132 
   Dennis Weglarz 517-599-4007323-3477 
  
 
 
   
Service Saturday  
During the school year, one Saturday per month an opportunity is 
provided for parishioners of all ages to come together for fellow-
ship and service. The projects are usually a group activity that al-
lows for children and adults to make a difference in the local com-
munity. These events are publicized in the bulletin and on the par-
ish website. Families, teens required to do service, or those pre-
paring for Confirmation are encouraged to come.  
CONTACT: Michelle Crosser  mcrosser@stgerard.org,   
   (517) 290-0929 
 
 

TONY KOLP
tonykmk@ameritech.net
248.214.3705 

GENE SCHNEIDER
geneschneider4321@sbcglobal.net
517.886.5220 or (c)517.803.7430

Ex Officio
DEACON JIM CORDER
jcorder@stgerard.org
517.323.2379

REV. JOHN P. KLEIN, PASTOR
jpklein@stgerard.org
517.323.2379
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ST. GERARD CHURCH
4437 W. Willow Hwy
Lansing, MI 48917

www.stgerard.org


